The Joint Commission
Environment of Care Time Line
	1990-1992

Plant Technology and Safety Management, and Statement of Construction in existence
	2004

Complete revision and reorganization of standards, organized as:

· Planning and implementation

· Measuring and improving

	1993

Standards revised and reformatted
	

	Plant Technology and Safety Management retitled as “Management of the Environment of Care,” which includes:

· EC.1: Design

· EC.2: Teach/implement

· EC.3: Measure/assess

· EC.4: Other environmental considerations

· EC.5: Smoking
	New scoring system issued

	
	Measures of success added

	
	“Shared Visions-New Pathways” survey process introduced, including:

· Triennial survey and periodic performance review

· Tracer methodology

· Environment of Care Interview replaces Environment of Care Document Review

· Construction issued added to EC Interview

· Corrective action plan required in 90 days

· Requirements for improvement cutoffs added for accreditation decisions

	Statement of Construction retitled “Statement of Conditions”
	

	Random unannounced surveys initiated
	

	1996

Sentinel Event policy released
	

	1999

Building Maintenance Program becomes available
	Risk assessment emphasized

	
	Workplace violence and infant abduction requirements added

	Performance Standards become “Performance Monitoring”
	Department of Transportation requirements added as applicable law and regulation footnote

	Expanded testing of features of fire protection with National Fire Protection Association references
	Involvement of leadership and medical staff required in emergency management

	2001

Standards reformatted to include:

· EC.1: Planning

· EC.2: Implement/teach

· EC.3: Other environmental considerations

· EC.4: Monitor/improve
	2000 Life Safety Code adopted

	
	2005

45 days for corrective action plan initiated

	
	Scoring modifications issued

	
	Addition of Life Safety Code Specialists to survey

	
	Addition of competency requirements for person completing Statement of Conditions

	Worker safety reconfigured as separate standard
	Medical equipment maintenance based on life support and non-life support

	Smoking moved under safety standard
	

	Environmental Protection Agency and Occupational Safety and Health Administration cited as examples of applicable law and regulation
	Utilities maintenance based on life support, infection control support and non-life support

	
	2006
All surveys unannounced

	Emergency Preparedness becomes “Emergency Management” and includes:

· Incident command

· Hazard vulnerability analysis

· Community integration
	Emergency Management Observation added to survey

	
	Identified observer added for emergency exercises

	
	Changes to emergency exercise critique requirements

	
	2007

Addition of validation surveys

	Airborne contaminants and waterborne pathogens added to utilities standard
	2008

All hospitals surveyed by Life Safety Code Specialist

	Training issues consolidated to one standard
	Hospitals over 750,000 square feet surveyed by Life Safety Code Specialist for two days

	“Accreditation with Commendation” eliminated
	Total rewrite of emergency management  requirements, including:

· Inventory issues

· Stand-alone capability

· Security issues

· Communications

	Patient safety standards announced
	

	2002

Emergency Management “clarifications” issued in response to 9/11
	

	2003

Communitywide emergency drill added
	2009

Total rewrite of all standards with emergency management and Life Safety Code compliance as separate chapters in accreditation manual

	Preconstruction Infection Control Risk Assessment added
	

	First National Patient Safety Goals issued
	Combination of Safety and Security into one standard
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