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HSS TASER USE AND SAFETY AFFIDAVIT
Security personnel who have been trained to carry the X26 Taser MUST adhere to the following Policies and Procedures.

1. Before going on duty the X26 Taser and the holster must be carefully inspected to ensure that the device is fully charged and operational according to specifications, and the holster is in such condition as to provide for the security of the device.

2. The security of the X26 Taser is the responsibility of the officer to whom the device was assigned.  Under no circumstances shall the officer leave the device unsecured.  The X26 Taser, in the wrong hands, could represent a serious threat to innocent persons in a healthcare setting.

3. If the X26 Taser is damaged during the officer’s shift, a Security Incident Report must be written documenting the nature of the damage and how the damage occurred.  This information must be given to the shift supervisor before the end of the shift or the security supervisor at the earliest practical time.

4. Officers must carry the X26 Taser with the safety slide in the SAFE position.

5. The X26 Taser is a device of last resort.  T.E.A.M. (Techniques for Effective Aggression Management) should be employed whenever appropriate, unless the subject becomes physically aggressive and represents a threat of injury to persons present.  If it becomes apparent to the officer that the subject’s behavior is escalating, always call for assistance.  A show of force is often the best way to restrain aggressive behavior.  The X26 Taser may be used when physical force is legally justified to prevent the reasonable foreseeable threat or actual attempted assault, battery, and/or injury to officers, other persons, and/or the subject.  When practicable, avoid prolonged or continuous exposure(s) to the Taser device electrical discharge.  The stress and exertion of extensive repeated, prolonged, or continuous application(s) of the Taser device may contribute to cumulative exhaustion, stress, and associated medical risk(s).  Severe exhaustion and/or overexertion from physical struggle, drug intoxication, use of restraint devices, etc. may result in serious injury or death.  The Taser device causes strong muscle contractions, usually rendering a subject temporarily unable to control his or her movements.  Under certain circumstances, these contractions may impair a subject’s ability to breathe.  If a person’s system is already compromised by overexertion, drug intoxication, stress, pre-existing medical or psychological condition(s), etc. any physical exertion, including the use of a Taser device, may have an additive effect in contribution to cumulative exhaustion, stress, cardiovascular conditions, and associated medical risk(s).  To minimize the risk of injury, consider the following:

a. Begin restraint procedures as soon as it is reasonably safe to do so in order to minimize the total duration of exertion and stress experienced by the subject.  Avoid touching the probes and wires and the areas between the probes during Taser electrical discharge.

b. If a Taser device application is ineffective in achieving the desired effect, consider reloading and redeploying or using other force option(s).

c. If a subject is exhibiting signs or behaviors that are associated with Sudden In-Custody Death Syndrome, consider combining use of a Taser Device with immediate physical restraint techniques and medical assistance.

Great justification must be provided when the X26 Taser is used against a pregnant female, children, seniors, restrained subjects, and passive individuals who are being arrested.  Only when these subjects represent a serious threat of injury to the officers or others should the use of the X26 Taser be considered.  The X26 Taser may also be used if the subject represents a serious threat to him/herself.

6. ECD (Electronic Control Device) use:

a. “ECD Displayed:” The ECD is withdrawn from the holster and visible to the subject.  The subject complies without further use of the ECD.

b. “ECD Laser Painted:” The ECD’s laser is activated and pointed in the direction of the subject and in response to the Laser printing, the subject complies without further use of the ECD.

c. “ECD Demonstrated:” The ECD is withdrawn from the holster, the air cartridge removed and the electrical arcing is demonstrated to the subject to attempt to gain voluntary compliance.

d. “ECD Deploys:” The ECD probes contact the subject’s body or clothing and/or a touch stun is used to attempt to gain compliance.

7. Centers for Medicaid & Medicare Services (CMS) does not approve of the use of weapons by any hospital staff as a means of subduing a patient to place that patient in restraint/seclusion.  If a weapon is used by security or law enforcement personnel on a person in a hospital (patient, staff, visitor) to protect people or hospital property from harm, we would expect the situation to be handled as a criminal activity and the perpetrator to be turned over local law enforcement.  Again, CMS does not consider the use of weapons as safe appropriate “health care” interventions and their use is not appropriate in the application of patient restraint or initiation of seclusion.

8. Never use the X26 Taser near flammable liquids, fumes, or explosive environments.

9. Keep hands away from the front of the unit at all times unless the safety slide is in the SAFE position and the X26 Taser is deactivated.

10. DO NOT fire the X26 Taser near flammable liquids, fumes, or explosive environments.

11. No officer will playfully, maliciously, or intentionally misuse the X26 Taser in a display of power against an individual, except to counter an imminent threat.  Violation of this policy will result in disciplinary action.

12. Probes – Biohazard:

a. Probes that have been deployed and strike the subject will be treated as biohazard sharps.  They may be placed point down into the expended cartridge bores and secured (e.g. with latex glove(s), tape, etc.

b. Where ECD probe deployment is not a reasonably foreseeable issue, and where there is no indication of serious injury, probes and expended cartridges need not be routinely maintained as evidence.  They shall be properly disposed of.

c. If the incident is non-routine, or if serious injury is alleged, then the probes and the expended cartridge(s) shall be maintained as evidence appropriately secured and marked as biohazard.
13. Anytime an officer discharges the X26 Taser, even if the discharge was accidental, a Security Incident Report must be written detailing the nature and reason for the discharge and the supervisor must be immediately notified.
14. When the X26 Taser is used against a person, the person must be evaluated by trained healthcare professionals and monitored for the individual’s safety.
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